
 
 

 
 

 
In the summer of 2002, 

Jonathan traveled around 
America in an old short 

school bus that he 
converted into an RV to 

explore disability culture in 
a journey that led him 
straight to the myth of 

normalcy. 

Like many people with 
disabilities, Jonathan had 
spent his life chasing that 

myth. But on the Short 
Bus, he learned that 

people with disabilities 
make up a nation-wide 
movement that actively 

resists the constraints of 
normalcy. In this 

presentation, he brings to 
life some of the individuals 

with disabilities that he 
encountered, and shows 

how public institutions 
enforce normalcy. Drawing 

on his own experiences, 
he illustrates that "normal" 

is a state that no one 
visits: everyone must 
embrace their radical 

difference. 

Presented by the  
BBeeyyoonndd  CCoommpplliiaannccee  CCoooorrddiinnaattiinngg  CCoommmmiitttteeee   
a student organization committed to creating and 
supporting a positive climate toward disability that 

values individual difference in all University settings. 
This program was funded in part by the Kaleidoscope 
Project, a diversity initiative sponsored by the Division 

of Student Affairs to broaden understanding of 
diversity and promote healthy dialogue about related 
issues at Syracuse University.  Thanks to additional 

Sponsors: the Team Against Bias, the School of 
Education, and the Teaching and Leadership 

Department.  

 

44  ppmm,,  GGiiffffoorrdd  
AAuuddiittoorriiuumm  

  

LLeeccttuurree::  

““SShhoorrtt  BBuuss  
SSttoorriieess::  

AA  jjoouurrnneeyy  
bbeeyyoonndd  
nnoorrmmaall””  

  

HH..BB..  CCrroouussee  HHaallll  ((HHBBCC))  
MMaaiinn  CCaammppuuss,,    

SSyyrraaccuussee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy 

TTwwoo  EEvveennttss  --  OOccttoobbeerr  1155tthh  
JJoonnaatthhaann  MMoooonneeyy  

77  ppmm  WWaattssoonn  
TThheeaatteerr    

  

LLeeccttuurree  &&  DDiissccuussssiioonn  
““FFrreeaakkss,,  SSppaazzzzeess,,  aanndd  

GGiimmppss::  DDiissaabbiilliittyy  
RRiigghhttss,,  PPrriiddee,,  

CCoommmmuunniittyy,,  aanndd  
CCuullttuurree””  

  

FFiillmm  SShhoorrttss::  
--  IInncclluussiivvee  PPoosstt--

SSeeccoonnddaarryy  EEdduuccaattiioonn::  
LLiivviinngg  tthhee  ddrreeaamm  
--  EElleemmeennttaarryy  EEdd                  

((EEdd  SSmmiitthh  SScchhooooll  ddooccuummeennttaarryy))      
  

WWaavveerrllyy  AAvvee  --  jjuusstt  uupp  tthhee  hhiillll  
ffrroomm  BBiirrdd  LLiibbrraarryy  

SSyyrraaccuussee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  
  

Central to the 
disability rights 

movements is the 
idea that disability is 
not a medical issue, 

but first and foremost 
a civil rights issue. 
And moreover, the 

powerful idea 
that people with 
disabilities are a 

minority group, with 
different experiences, 
who are united by a 

shared history of 
marginalization and 

discrimination. 
Jonathan outlines the 
paradigm of minority 
rights and explores 

its consequences for 
parents and 

advocates of people 
with disabilities. 

Drawing upon his own 
personal experiences 

with rejecting a 
disability identity and 

trying to "pass" as 
normal, and disability 
groups, such as Deaf 
Pride who demand to 
be valued as they are, 

Jonathan explores      
the legality, history, 

and theory of 
conceptualizing 

disability as a civil 
rights issue. 

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  AAcccceessssiibbiilliittyy  
Both facilities are accessible.  CART will be provided 

for the lecture and discussion and the films are 
captioned.  For parking information go to 

www.safetyrules.net/parking.html or contact Ted 
Finlayson-Schueler at 446-6333 or email 

tfinlays@syr.edu.  
 


